July mo]                 LORD RIDDELL'S INTIMATE DIARY

with its ninety guests being lit with huge clusters of candles in
addition to the electric lights in the vast chandeliers. Almost
everyone present wore decorations. Curzon was very kind.
He said to me, " I know you don't like standing for hours.
Being * lamish ' I have the King's permission not only to sit
myself, but to ask people who are speaking to me to sit by my
side. You come and sit next to me all the evening. That will
save your legs ! "

Long talk with General Groves of the Air Service,1 who
urged upon me the necessity for preparations for offence and
defence in this branch. He said that the largest air attack by
the Germans on London was made by 3 6 machines of a com-
paratively old-fashioned type. In the event of another war
London would probably be attacked by aeroplanes of a much
superior class. He described the new method of attacking
warships by torpedoes launched from the air. His whole
conversation very informative. I strongly advised him to make
a public speech giving the facts or to get some other well-
known person connected with science or the air to do so.
Considering the result of the attacks on London by a very
limited number of aeroplanes, one can easily conceive what
would happen if it were attacked by even 500, particularly as
Groves told me that the use of gas bombs would probably
result in the deaths of at least a million people. He said that on
grounds of economy as well as efficiency we should develop the
Air Service instead of devoting practically all our attention to
the Navy and Army.

Drove with L. G., Henry Wilson and others to Waterloo
(July 4th). We climbed to the top of the memorial mound and
listened to the description of the battle by General Sackville West.
L. G., as usual on these occasions, very much interested. Then
we went to Hougoumont, inspected the buildings and walked
about the grounds. Much talk about the fifteen decisive
battles of the world.

L. G. : Comparatively speaking, Waterloo was a small
affair. What is it that makes it of prominent arresting interest ?
Is it because of the romance attaching to Napoleon, the chief
actor in the scene ?

1 British Air Representative at the Peace Conference.
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